POOR SANITATION IN THE SLUMS OF NAIROEI

My name is Waithira from Nairobi, Kenya. | picked this topic because the number of slums in Nairobi has continued to
increase every year and there is still a lot that needs to be done to ensure that people living there have proper
sanitation. Many Kenyans are migrating to the city from the rural areas in search of better jobs and end up living in the

slums.

My best friend's boyfriend moved to Nairobi from Muran'ga, a town in central province of Kenya in search of a better
life. He lived with his friend in Kawangware which has a population of 200,000 people most of whom who live in slums.
With no college education or work experience, he joined a gang and made money through stealing. He was able to
move his siblings and parents to Nairobi and they all lived in a two roomed house sharing utilities like bathroom and
latrine with 200 other people. He was arrested and charged with robbery charges and released eight months later
from prison. He was back in the gang and was killed six months later after a deal gone bad. My best friend is a now a
widow with three young children, no job and lives with her grand parents and children in a one roomed house in

Kawangware. This is the unfortunate life young people live when they move to the city in search of a better life.

The predominant type of housing in slums is of iron- sheet construction because its more affordable. Most residents
live in temporary mud houses on public land that has been illegally acquired. Given that the settlements are illegal,
landlords are not obliged to provide any services to slum dwellers.

Many slums lack services such as garbage collection allowing rubbish to accumulate in huge quantities. These garbage
sites are hazardous especially to children who play around there. There is bad odor coming from the garbage sites right

into people's hames.

The slums are overpopulated and you find about 200 people sharing one toilet and a bathroom. This creates room for
diseases such as cholera, dysentery and other air borne diseases especially when heavy rains pour and contaminated
water flows into houses. Most slums have no latrines or water, no electricity, no rubbish collection, no infrastructure,

totally inadequate housing, no repairs or maintenance and open sewers filled with stinking, raw sewage.












