
Wasting water affects Tierra Bomba – Cartagena, Colombia 
 

I’m Susana Lozada from Bogota-Colombia, I will be studying International 
community development at Oral Roberts University this coming fall; for that reason a 

couple of months ago I went to Cartagena just 2 hours from Bogota. There is an 
Island named Tierra bomba where there is not water. Many foundations and 

organizations are helping these people, so we all have to be part of this project and 
help as we can.  

 
Tierra Bomba is an island south of Cartagena, made up mostly of black population, 
descendants of enslaved African Americans who were "sold" on the island, as well as those 
who received their freedom in the city of Cartagena later settled in this island. Tierra 
Bomba currently has about 3,000 inhabitants who live virtually tourism in the city of 
Cartagena, fisheries and the different opportunities that may arise as a result of these two 
activities. 
Problems in Tierra Bomba: 

Unfortunately the problems are becoming 
obvious starting point for the absence of an 
aqueduct and sewer system that allows the 
minimum conditions of safety on the island 
and therefore what the natives are under an 
obligation to acquire this vital liquid both 
rainwater and the purchase by gallons at 
unreasonable prices. Because despite being 
surrounded Water Island, there is no water 
treatment plant that would allow the 
desalination of it. Much less there is a plant 
wastewater treatment. When I went to visit the 
island, I find that kids and families have to go 
and search for water outside the island; it 
means in Cartagena, 10 minutes form the 
island. As we can see in the picture, kids go 

and search for water and they put in into a bottle. As there is not water, many organizations 
such as ABBA father Colombia foundation and others are helping to treat and to have water 
in Tierra Bomba Island; As well a new government is trying to improve this water problem.  

 
But another major problem presented on the 
island, is the lack of economic resources to 
allow its inhabitants have a personal and 
social development. As mentioned earlier the 
most important sources of income are tourism 
and fishing. Cartagena is an actual tourism 
palace where people from all over the world 
go and visit this place. Government in most of 
the cases does no help this native people, so 



they have to search for alternative jobs, such as fishing. As we can see in the picture, native 
people form Tierra bomba are going fishing. General lacks of economic opportunities are: 
tourism and fishing, as I mention before.  

 
Tourism is not a factor that will benefit both the island as 
it should be, because the traditional tourism plans, rarely 
include TIERRA BOMBA  as a major destination. They 
spend high this island and are concentrated in Cartagena 
and on the islands, which are located a little farther 
south. Therefore earning through this source of the 
island women usually have to go by boat to the beaches 
of Cartagena and scatter sell coconut water, necklaces, 
elaborate braids, and conduct massage with coconut oil, 
this at best. In the sad case of some female adolescents, 
the product of desperation and lack of education, 
delivering only see their hope your body through 
prostitution which generates biggest problems in their 
lives such as unwanted pregnancies in most of the cases.  
 

 
In this present moment, I’m helping with ABBA father Colombia foundation here in 
Bogota, and months ago was my first time to visit Tierra Bomba Island; There I started to 
think what can be improve to have a better community, and with the help of organizations 
and foundations as well as the help of the government this can be improve to have a better 
life inside the community. Family and friends are really interesting in helping this Island, 
that’s why they all came part of ABBA father foundation, but as I told before there are also 
other organizations helping this community.  
 
Not having water affects all the population and is becoming the major problem of this 
island, because families and all the community are involved in this case.  
With all the climate changes and the global warming problems; Tierra Bomba is affected, 
because as much as we waste water, they don’t even have water to wash their things and 
stuff. In particular terms, if our planet wastes water, Tierra Bomba in a future won’t have 
the privilege to have at least a drink of clean water. 
 
Government is trying to improve this water problem; a couple of months ago, President 
Alvaro Uribe went and visit Tierra Bomba Island, and here are some words of President 
Uribe in his visit: (translated)  
We are going to authorize that the Departmental Plan of Water is extended in the quantity of 
sufficient money, which we will have to contribute between all the instances of Government, to 
bring water to Tierra bomba.   
But not in small quantity but with an infrastructure. For example, a dimension of pipes that is the 
sufficient thing for the great development.   
This is: not only pipeline to bring the liquid to the Tierra bomba of today, but pipeline with a 
diameter that serves in the future to bring the water to the great development. 



-President Uribe- 
Solutions for the problems above, so far:  
 
Based on the synthesis of the problems mentioned above develop a viable project to create a micro 
fisheries to provide security and resources needed for development and support as well as technical 
training, product development, support for marketing, management techniques and cooperative, and 
so on. Contributing to strengthening the family unit and the same for education, social and cultural 
roots for the prevention of forced displacement due to the current situation of the island. 
 

 
Specific solutions:  
 
Get physical resources, human and financial resources so that 30 families benefiting fishing, have 
the opportunity to acquire boats, engines and equipment needed to carry out fishing on the open sea.  
 
To increase productivity and income of fishermen beneficiaries of the project, for each day's fishing 
as much as 70%.  
 
To train fishermen and their families in techniques for storage, conservation and distribution of fish, 
by developing a supply chain in cold. 
 

So it is true: If we waste water, we affect a community and people in other part of the 
world. 

Not having water brings other problems like the ones I mention before, social problems, 
economic problems and personal problems.  
It is not just their problem, it is our problem too. And we can help this community with our 
acts!  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Here are some pictures of the Island and my time there:  
 
 
 



�����������		
���
�
������������������������������� ���
�����
����������������

������������������������ ������������������
����  
�
�
�
�
�
�

�
���������	
������
������������������������	
������� �����������������������	
�������������������������� ����������������������������
������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������
����������������������������

�
�

�
�
�
�
�
�

������������������������������������������������������������������������	���������������������
�


